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Such a diversity of behaviour patterns and specialisations indicates lom™ 
evolution. Comparative study of the structure of the ovipositor suggests the 
same. Those species that insert their eggs into the plant itself have a strom 


sclerotized, toothed ovipositor. These species are P. saccharacida, M. unicoloh 


S. australis and K. australis. The othe rspecies, S. acuta, O. felis, P. leucostigm 


P. perpusilla and P. candelaria have short ovipositors, sometimes only a series 0 
soft lobes whose main function is to manipulate the egg into the right positio" 
and then spread any waxy covering. It is of interest to note that Melichar! 





unicolor and Siphanta acuta, although belonging to the same family (Flatidae) 


have quite different oviposition behaviour. 


Such morphological variation can only be reached by long evolution and 
is associated, in the Fulgoroidea, with specialisation of oviposition habits- 
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